
West Boathouse Green Team: Survey Results
Emma Drummond, Niamh Ferns and Calum Ferns (Clydesdale ARC juniors, 2020)



GREENING THE WEST BOATHOUSE
‘As a sports 
federation, FISA 
believes that we all 
have a responsibility 
to apply 
environmentally 
sustainable practices 
in the use and 
management of 
water. But we must do 
more and we must 
encourage others to 
do the same.’  

(FISA, 2011)

Why do we need a Green Policy?
Rowing is an aquatic sport, reliant on 
clean water. 

Pollution, littering and bio-hazards can 
all have serious implications for the 
health and wellbeing of rowers (as well 
as our scaly, furry and feathery friends).



GREENING THE WEST BOATHOUSE

What Can we Do?
The West Boathouse project provides an opportunity to 
pause and rethink our relationship with the river and how 
we operate as clubs. 



GREENING THE WEST BOATHOUSE
In 2020, Clydesdale ARC 
Juniors Emma Drummond, 
Niamh Ferns and Calum Ferns 
undertook a survey to canvas 
opinions from Scottish rowing 
clubs and help us work out 
ways we can be more 
environmentally-friendly as a 
sport. 

113 rowers from ten clubs 
across Scotland responded. 
These are the results. 
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Respondents by club affiliation
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Respondents by club affiliation
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How clean do you feel the River Clyde is?
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What do you think are the greatest challenges facing 
the river and its banks? (as ranked by respondents)

GREENING THE WEST BOATHOUSE: RESPONSES



How do you travel to your boathouse?
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Which options would you be in favour of investigating as 
part of a Green policy for the West Boathouse? 
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Difficult to rank because I know very little about these issues - so perhaps there's a need for 
educating rowers like me?

Clubs and coaches need to have key access for rescue and any bank cleaning projects

The Cromium 6 contamination of the Polmadie burn is a major issue which should not be 
underestimated (See Erin Brockovich).

South bank esp poorly maintained and litter.

The water being unclean.

Too much cutting back of shrubbery along the river. This should be kept as a wildlife corridor for 
species such as roe deer and foxes. With no cover, they won't travel and become trapped in one 
area.

Emailing the council/parks more about removing hogweed straight away and about bank 
clearance. It shouldn't be up to the clubs to do that.

Overhanging trees that boats can get tangled in.

Which options would you be in favour of investigating as 
part of a Green policy for the West Boathouse?
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Which options would you be in favour of investigating as 
part of a Green policy for the West Boathouse? 
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More dog poo bins along the entire South and North banks.

All of the above are great but the highest impact we have is from members 
travelling and how the boathouse consumes electricity and heating. We can't really 
do anything about travel but can provide knowledge on electric cars etc and 
possibly in futute have a charging point at the club. With regards to electricity make 
sure we source from a renewable electricity company. With regards to heating we 
do not need a gas boiler. I brought this up many times however i do not think the 
consultants know how to design the building for a heat pump. A river source heat 
pump would have been fantastic however an Air source heat pump would be just as 
great. With government renewable heat incentive having been extended there is 
still time to change course on this for the boathouse.

Encourage not using cars to get to boathouse.

Ensuring that rowing events on the Clyde take cognisance of the environment.

Implementing greener energy solutions (e.g. solar, wind, etc.)
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Do rowers have a responsibility to help protect the river 
and its banks?
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You said:

GREENING THE WEST BOATHOUSE: RESPONSES
‘Ensure new boathouse is 
energy efficient. It’s an ideal 
opportunity to incorporate 
sustainable energy into the 
design, and may reduce 
energy bills to reduce 
running costs.’ 

‘All the Clyde boat clubs 
should be working together 
on recycling, upcycling and 
keeping the banks safe and 
clear of overgrowth.’

‘For me, planting 
around the 
boathouse is a 
big priority.’ 

‘After helping to cut back the 
undergrowth on the river bank, 
I was appalled at the amount of 
litter and little black bags of 
dog waste this uncovered. I'd 
be interested in a more public 
"clean up the river" day.’

I regularly see waste in the river, likely from the 
sewage works. Water treatment works hard to 
support the community, but the treatment plan 
feeds directly into the Clyde at an area where 
rowers frequently use the river. I feel stricter 
rules with regards to sewage overflow and bypass 
are required. 



GREENING THE WEST BOATHOUSE: RESPONSES
‘I would love if any green policy was strong on the 
point that these actions are about empowering 
members of the rowing community to do their bit 
to protect their own environment and community 
location, as well as extending a welcome to 
climate-based initiatives to use the facility - the 
other side of that coin is that I would hope any 
policy and comms would avoid playing in the 
troublesome misperception that protecting the 
environment is largely a case of actions at the level 
of individual responsibility, as opposed to 
identifying and challenging big polluters in 
business and government. 

So for me, it's about striking the right tone and 
avoiding the problematic central focus we see 
often put on individual actions like recycling, 
showering with less water etc - which are all worth 
doing, but can play into the erasure of structural 
root causes and the collective resistance needed 
to tackle them.’



What else could we do to make the West Boathouse, our 
clubs and rowing on the Clyde greener?
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Lobbying for river-based industry to participate in cleaner processes and less 
pollution.

Create an Eco flag award specifically for water based sports clubs.

Standing agenda item on the Committee of the Clyde.

Community litter picks with the clubs along the river once a month.

Off the top of my head, I am not sure but we have so many creative and 
intelligent people who could put some heads together to think of something. 
Even when we have the club complete we should still be aiming to improve.

Wooden boats since plastic isn’t friendly, make parking near the club a living 
nightmare to discourage people from doing it and coordinate more with the 
humane society etc to offer to help recover life belts and other initiatives.
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Appropriate view of wood not concrete, better insulation; generate power from the 
tide.

Participate in the terracycle schemes.

A full River Clyde approach including GCC and other clubs.

Restore footpath along river bank , thereby segregating car, bicycle and service 
vehicles from pedestrians.

As we are the closest observers to the river and its banks, we should have a direct 
line to report problems to the responsible authority ie SEPA etc

Small wind turbines?

Encourage more cycling, at least for part of the journey, and perhaps build it in to 
training plans.

What else could we do to make the West Boathouse, our 
clubs and rowing on the Clyde greener?
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Hold exhibitions as part of our community involvement, showing the diversity of 
wildlife and the challenges and opportunities facing the river and the riverbank. 

Encourage local schools to engage with us on survey projects etc.

Could the rebuild include sustainable solutions for energy? and energy-saving 
things like lights that switch on/off automatically? double glazing to conserve heat 
in the building (within heritage guidelines of course).

Clean the river bank more often.

Specified parking outside the green perhaps at the sports club at Ballater St.

As mentioned above install green energy systems. If this cannot be done, then 
switch to a green energy supplier that does not use energy supplied by fossil fuel 
industry.

What else could we do to make the West Boathouse, our 
clubs and rowing on the Clyde greener?
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Lots of plastic waste is generated at regattas and other clubhouse events - stop 
selling single use plastic in tea rooms. Offer to re-fill people’s water bottles free of 
charge. Phase out using polystyrene or other single-use cups. Use bio-degradable 
ones.

Prizes at regattas could be sustainably sourced. E.g instead of medals give 
sustainably sourced T-shirt’s, or re-usable water bottles to encourage minimising 
single-use plastic waste amongst rowers.

Use eco-friendly detergent when washing boats and eco friendly cleaning products 
in the club rooms.

Ban cars from parking in the green outside the boathouse (with obvious exceptions 
for boat transport / disabled members / deliveries etc). This would encourage active 
travel.

What else could we do to make the West Boathouse, our 
clubs and rowing on the Clyde greener?
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Partner with someone like SusTrans or other active transport charity to come to the 
boathouse and host a bike maintenance workshop or similar to encourage active 
transport amongst members.

Run an annual active travel challenge amongst members e.g whoever can clock the 
most miles of active travel in a month wins a prize.

Run a kit recycling scheme - previous members who no longer row can donate kit in 
good condition to the club for newer members to use. Maybe members could make 
a small donation to an environmental charity if you receive 2nd hand kit.

Reduce coaching noise level.

Hook ergometers up to batteries.

Undertake wildlife surveys to help monitor progress.

What else could we do to make the West Boathouse, our 
clubs and rowing on the Clyde greener?
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Undertake wildlife surveys to help monitor progress.

Work with upstream groups to tackle pollution.

Put a stop to people leaving plastic bottles on the steps. These are often left 
behind after sessions for the river to wash away at high tide and they end up in the 
sea. Also stop using balloons for events - these are a big pollutant.

Recycle and educate the surrounding public on how to better care for the river.
Improve insulation, seals around windows, windows, heating methods for better 
efficiency.

Make club members more aware of our surroundings.

Renewable energy.

What else could we do to make the West Boathouse, our 
clubs and rowing on the Clyde greener?
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Eventually, it would be great to get a contingent of members potentially discussing 
other measures that could be taken to clean and preserve the river with councillors 
and representatives.

Maintenance of river banks needs careful thought. Large-scale clearing of 
brushwood from the banks may do a great deal of harm if it damages the habitat of 
wildlife living there.

What else could we do to make the West Boathouse, our 
clubs and rowing on the Clyde greener?

 



Potential Partners & initiatives

● Upstream Battle (Keep Scotland Beautiful)
● Clyde River Environmental Group
● Friends of the River Kelvin
● Rowers Against Rubbish
● Athletes of the World
● BASIS
● Thriving Places (Dalmarnock, Parkhead and Camlachie)
● Bioregioning Clyde 
● Glasgow National Park City
● The Conservation Volunteers
● Clyde River foundation
● Zero Waste Scotland

● SEPA
● Scottish Water
● Glasgow City Council
● Clyde Gateway

https://athletesoftheworld.org/
https://basis.org.uk/



