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Points of Interest

Welcome to the Making on
the Clyde Trail!
This trail is part of a series of
self-led walking trails along
the River Clyde that aim to
promote and encourage an
interest in Glasgow’s rich
history and connection with
the water.
This trail is made up of 7
points of interest. These
include a brief history of the
site, a fun fact, and a
discussion activity to keep
you thinking about building,
trading, and playing along
the river, whilst providing an
opportunity to get outside
and
enjoy
the
health
benefits of walking.
We hope you enjoy
discovering the Clyde!

Getting here:
The closest subway station to the
first stop on the trail is Kelvinhall
Station (13 minutes north), and
the closest train station is Partick
(11 minutes northwest).
Duration:
This trail is 5km long and takes
approximately 60 minutes to
complete.

Accessibility:
This trail is suitable for
cycling and is either free of
stairs or has ramp access
for prams or wheelchairs.
Please make sure to check
the weather before you
begin, and bring water,
sunglasses, or an umbrella
accordingly.

Created using
Google My Maps
An online copy is
accessible at:
https://www.google.
com/maps/d/viewer?
mid=1nBFbpTKU7M
gFSXy1aHPfhMzESlH7
Lbg&usp=sharing

A- THE RIVERSIDE MUSEUM
The Riverside Museum is Glasgow's
much-loved
transport
museum.
Situated where the River Clyde
meets the River Kelvin, this museum
has
over
3,000
objects
from
Glasgow’s rich and vibrant history.
Fun Fact:
Something you might not know is this
is one of two sites along Glasgow’s
Clyde that you can access the water
by canoe or kayak, the other is at the
West Boathouse at Glasgow Green!
Discussion Activity:
Inside you’ll find many stories and
memories from hundreds of men,
women, and children. What personal
story about Glasgow would you put in
the Riverside Museum?

B- THE PADDLE STEAMER WAVERLY
Meet the PS Waverley, the last seagoing
passenger-carrying paddle steamer in the
world! The Waverley was originally
created to take locals to popular vacation
destinations outside of the city such as
Craigendoran and Arrochar.
Fun Fact:
The PS Waverley was inspired by another
Clyde-built paddle steamer, the PS
Comet, which was the first commercially
successful steamboat service in Europe.
You can now visit a replica of the Comet
in Port Glasgow town centre.
Discussion Activity:
What would you name your paddle
steamer? The PS Waverley was named
after Sir Walter Scott’s first novel. You
could name yours after your favourite
book, a famous Scottish place or person,
or even just after something fast like the
PS Comet did.

C- VIEWPOINT OF THE DRY DOCKS
Do you see the 3 dry docks in front of
you? These were used for repairing and
refitting steamers and long-haul ships.
At the height of Glasgow's shipbuilding
history, it was the deepest dock in all of
Britain.
Fun Fact:
Ecologists have seen a return of native
wildlife to this area! Seals, salmon, and
local
birds
have
been
spotted
reclaiming the area. Keep your eyes
open for any of these critters.
Discussion Activity:
These photos were taken almost 100
years apart (1898-1980), but the way the
boats are being restored still stays the
same to this day.

D- BELL’S BRIDGE
You are crossing Bell’s Bridge. It was
constructed in 1988 for the Glasgow
Garden Festival. Before Bell’s Bridge
opened, people would have needed to
go all the way to the Squinty Bridge
(“The Clyde Arc” which opened in 1969)
to cross the river!
Discussion Activity:
Look out over the Clyde and count how
many bridges you can see. Before the
1900’s none of these would have
existed, except for the Glasgow Bridge
in the distance, since this whole area
used to be filled with docks for
shipbuilding.
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E- THE FINNIESTON CRANE
The Finnieston Crane is the largest of
four remaining industry cranes along
the river. This was the last crane built
on the Clyde (1931), and was used for
loading heavy steam trains, cargo, and
even lifting heavy armaments into
warships.
Fun Fact:
The crane's capacity was 175 tonnes! A
city buses weigh around 14 tonnes that
would mean this crane could carry the
weight of approximately 12 ½ city
busses!
Discussion Activity:
Guess how many trains this crane lifted
during its time?
----------------------------- 30,000 locomotives!
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F- COMPARE THE VIEW
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Don’t worry if you don’t recognise the view
in this picture, this is what Finnieston
looked like in the 1950s. In the left of the
photo is Queen’s Dock, now the SECC and
the SSE Hydro, and in the upper centre you
can see the Finnieston Crane.
Fun Fact:
In the 1980s Atlantic salmon began to
return to the Clyde. They had formerly
been extinct in the river for over 100 years
because of water quality.
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G- THE GLENLEE TALL SHIP
The Glenlee is one of only five surviving
Clyde-built sailing ships afloat in the
world! Sailing ships such as the Glenlee
would have carried goods like wool,
grain, and gold from Australia back to
Europe. This journey could take four or
more months!
Fun Fact:
The Glenlee survived passage around
Cape Horn fifteen times! Cape Horn is
the southernmost point of Chile in
South America, and is still notoriously
dangerous for its powerful currents
and strong winds.
Discussion Activity:
Imagine having to pack food and
supplied for a journey at sea for that
long. What supplies would you bring
with you? The average daily rations for
a sailor would often include hard
biscuits, salted meat, and marmalade or
jam to prevent scurvy.

